On July 17th 1549, the Emperor Charles V expelled from Antwerp all the Portuguese who had arrived in that city during the previous seven years ^. Most of these went in the direction of Ferrara where the Sephardic migration had been welcome for many years ^. Some of the newcomers caught the plague during their journey across the Alps, in the Grisons. Fear of the Black Death became widespread in Ferrara and the frightened people asked Duke Ercole II to drive the newcomers away from the city. On September 14th 1549, a ducal 7 8
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Sef 59:1 (1999) edict expelled all the Portuguese who had entered Ferrara during the previous four months ^. Samuel Usque described the wandering and the suffering of these unfortunate refugees ^. According to the poet, Manoel Bichacho, a Portuguese living in Pesaro in the State of Urbino, persuaded Duke Guidobaldo II della Rovere to allow some of the refugees to settle in his countries ^.
The same Samuel Usque moved to Pesaro in October 1549. He was not among the expelled but left Ferrara after a bitter quarrel with his employer, the powerful Brianda de Luna, widow of Diego Mendes ^.
Until now the only information available on Emanuel Bichacho was the short reference made by Samuel Usque. Research carried in the Archives Générales du Royaume in Bruxelles and in the Archivio di Stato in Pesaro allowed me to identify him as the merchant Emanuel Lopez, one of the leaders of the Portuguese Nation in Antwerp and a member of the organisation who rescued hundreds of Marranos from the Iberian Peninsula.
THE ESCAPE OF THE MARRANOS FROM PORTUGAL TO A N T W E R P AND T H E N C E TO ITALY
In 1540, Charles V ordered an inquiry into the religious behaviour of the New Christians of Antwerp, whom he suspected of observing the Sabbath and «other strange Jewish ceremonies» ^. The Emperor despatched to this city some of his top officers with the task of having three Portuguese merchants particularly suspected of heresy arrested ^. However, the Burgomasters opposed this move and a long controversy arose between the city authorities and the Emperor's representatives ^°.
In december 1540, many Portuguese refugees reached the port of Middleburg in Zeelande on board ships of the Royal Navy transporting crops of «Eastern Indian» spices from Lisbon towards the Flanders, whence the precious cargoes were sold and re-distributed to other European countries.
When it appeared that none of the passengers was provided with the royal licence necessary to leave Portugal ^\ Jerome Sandelin, the rentmeester ^^ of Bewesterschelt in Zeeland, ordered their arrest ^^. They were kept in jail for a few months. Juan Rebelo, the Portuguese Royal Feitor in Antwerp repeatedly interceded with Queen Mary of Hungary ^^ on behalf of his countrymen. In the end, all the prisoners but two were released upon payment of bail.
Two old men, Luis and Marco Fernandes, refused to profess belief in the divine nature of Christ and denied that he had 12 Rentmeester (Dutch 'Fiscal receiver serving also as regional law-officer'); cfr. R. ANSWAARDEN, Les portugais devant le Grand Conseil des Pays-Bas (1460 -1580 been crucified by the Jews. They were burnt at the stake at the beginning of 1541 by order of the queen-regent ^^.
In the meantime, other groups of Marranos succeeded in safely reaching the Flemish shores and continued their journey from Antwerp towards Ferrara. They started the «dificil caminho» ^^ along secondary roads to Cologne and from there they travelled on barges on the River Rhine to Basel or Constanz, and from there across the Alps by carriage continuing by boat along the rivers of Lombardy. Many of them were taken prisoners by a special police squad headed by Johannes Wuyustingh (alias Joao de la Foia) whom the Emperor had appointed commissioner «contra malos cristianos» ^^.
It was evident that most of these refugees were merely poor workmen who were not in a position to pay for their journey from Lisbon to Antwerp and thence to Ferrara. Fares had skyrocketed since 1539 when the Lisbon Inquisition had issued stern edicts against captains of ships who accepted to take New Christians on board. The Portuguese ports were strictly watched by the state policemen and by the Inquisition familiares ^^.
A commission of inquiry set up in Flanders came to the conclusion that there had to be some organisation which planned the escape of these poor refugees and paid their fares in the ships and for the rental of the carriages and the boats. It appeared that some Portuguese Merchants of Jewish origin in Lisbon and Antwerp had created a special fund to cover these enormous expenses. The Emperor Charles V and his sister Mary dedicated most of their energies to the purpose of discovering the trustees of these funds in the almost obsessive hope of laying their hands on them. For these reasons the interrogations of prisoners in Milan, Vigevano and Pavia was not aimed specifically towards the question of their religious behaviour. Johannes Wuyustingh, the Commissioner against the New Christians, was interested rather in discovering who had provided them with money for their journey in order to identify the administrators of the fabulous relief fund, the so called Caixeta das Elemosinas.
The prisoners were obviously not aware of Johannes Wuyustingh's complete lack of interest in the problems of their heresy. He was cruel, violent and pitiless ^^, continuously mistreating them and calling them despisingly Jewish dogs and renegades. They came from a country where this charge had already brought to the stake dozens of people and the prisoners believed that they were facing the same destiny. They were no heroes and when the commissioner promised to let them go free in exchange for detailed denunciation of the marranos of Antwerp, they gave in 2^.
In 1540, various prisoners confessed under torture that they had received money from different merchants of Antwerp and denounced to this effect: Diogo Mendes Benvenisti, Gabriel de Nigro, Manuel Saran, Dominico Mendes, Lopes de Provincia and Manuel Lopes, whom they identified as the heads of the secret Rescue Commitee who had provided the Marranos with money «with the sole purpose of allowing them to reach the city of Salónica, in the parts of Turkey, in order to forswear the Christian faith» ^^ According to these testimonies, Manuel Serrano and Emanuel Lopez were the ones who actually delivered the money to the refugees and provided them with carriages for the long journey ^^. immediately arrested, kept prisoner for a few months and eventually released after payment of bail. This other Emanuel was apparently the nephew of Fernando Alvares. Towards 1550, he was the protagonist of a prolonged process with which we will not deal at this point.
T H E FIRST SEPHARDI MERCHANTS IN PESARO
We do not know when Emanuel Lopez left Flanders, nor do we know where he first settled in Italy. He probably lived for a while in Venice and later in Ancona whence he moved to Pesaro, a harbour-townlet in the States of the Duke of Urbino with an ancient and small Jewish Community ^^.
In 1548, there was not a Sephardic Settlement in Pesaro even though the town was regularly frequented by Spanish and Portuguese merchants from Ferrara and Ancona, some of whom stayed in for varying lengths of time.
In 1535, Masio (Meir), the son of the Ashkenazi merchant Ysac de Nocte from Ferrara, was operating a commercial company together with the banker Lustro di Simuel Teutonico da Pesaro. They later extended their activities to Ancona. Specially noteworthy among their customers is the Sephardi Ysac Bondi ^^. They traded fine clothes from Flanders against Balcanic leather and skins and engaged also in the commerce of locally manufactured products ^^.
In 1541, after the expulsion of the Jews from Naples, a part of the family Zarfatti settled in Pesaro and engaged in financial and commercial activities. They did not stress their Sephardic origins but simply presented themselves as Neapolitan Jews ^^. The first Levantine merchant to take up residence in the Adriatic town was probably a certain Abraam Lubello, a leather merchant ^^ Starting from 1547, we find occasional mention of the Portuguese Moshe Cassam, who was engaged both in local trade and in financial operations ^^.
In 1550, after a bitter quarrel with his mother Benvenida, Yehuda (son of Don Samuel) Abravanel moved to Pesaro where he reached his lover Luna, a Portuguese girl of easy virtue ^^. Yehuda was apparently in Pesaro in 1558, when the banker Ysac da Fano of Ferrara charged him with the task of collecting from Ysac Trabot, a former banker in Ancona now living in Pesaro, the amount of 550 golden scudi ^'^.
EMANUEL L O P E Z BICHACHO IN PESARO (1547-1558)
In the beginning of 1547, Emanuel Lopes Yspano de Portugália ^^ was degens (a temporary resident) in Ancona: on February 7th of that year he supplied 10 pieces of finest English cloth to a merchant of Falconara for the amount of 100 scudi to be paid within 12 months ^^.
In 1548, Emanuel Bichacho obtained from Duke Guidobaldo della Rovere the condotta ('licence') of a pawnbroking bank in Pesaro for a period of three years and undertook to pay the amount of 3.000 golden ducats, corresponding to an annual fee the analogous behaviour of their relatives Abravanel in Ferrara see A. During the first months of his stay in Pesaro, Emanuel used his Portuguese baptismal surname together with his Jewish one, and he signed himself «Emanuel Lopez Bichacho, Portuguese Jew and banker in Pesaro». It is precisely thanks to some 1548 deeds that we can identify the banker Bichacho with Emanuel Lopez, the former merchant of Antwerp ^^.
The bank managed by Emanuel had belonged to the late Zaccaria da Volterra and to his son Angelo for many years. Bichacho entered in some form of financial partnership -or familiar relationship-with him, and in 1551 he lived in the «house of Angelo» in a building close to the Italian synagogue ^^. Whatever the character of their relationship, Emanuel did not join the local Jewish Community but made a point of calling himself a Portuguese Jew and described the other few Portuguese merchants living or trading in his town as members of his same Nation.
Many documents provide evidence on Emanuel's wide financial and commercial activities. Far from limiting his work to pawnbroking inside the walls of his bank ' *^, he lent medium and large sums to artisans, farmers, merchants, businessmen and even municipalities, in Pesaro and in the surrounding regions, generally under the form of chirographic deposits "^^ Sometimes, Emanuel accepted payment in the form of goods (especially leather) or agricultural products such as grain and oil. On September 22nd 1553, Colonel Antenore Leonardi acknowledged that he owed Emanuel Biciaccio and «his associate» Angelo da Volterra the amount of 190 scudi for which he had already provided appropriate securities. He asked for and obtained them back and undertook to supply the equival- In the light of new documentary evidence, we may wonder if the term Ytalia was used by Samuel Usque in order to include the episode of Pesaro among the major historic events of this period and to connect more importance to the role of Emanuel Bichacho. It is therefore possible that Usque used the date 5311 only loosely in connection to the expulsion from Ferrara in order to make it coincide with the moment of the actual arrival of a group of Portuguese merchants in Pesaro towards the end of 1551 or at the beginning of 1552.
The banking licence granted to Emanuel Bichacho in 1548 expired in 1551. It was renegotiated and reconfirmed in the spring of this year. The long and detailed specifications were registered in a legal contract comprising a new and quite unusual clause. By a stroke of good luck we found it transcribed and inserted in yet another deed. In April 1552, in the Ducal Chancellery of Pesaro, Emanuel Bichacho undertook to pay the Ducal treasurer an additional amount of 1.050 ducats, according to detailed terms. In exchange, Emanuel was granted the right of keeping his residence in the city of Pesaro during the term of the banking licence, to live in this city safe, sure and undisturbed together with his family, heirs, grandchildren (or nephews) ^^ and together with the members of (up to) 35 other families belonging to the Portuguese Nation, who were also allowed to settle and live within Pesaro ^^.
On August 10th 1552, Emanuel Bichacho provided a list of 10 householders belonging to the Portuguese Nation ^^ and stated that, availing himself of a specific Ducal permission, he allowed them to operate under his licence. Their financial dealings were however to be limited to money-lending in the form of chirographic deposits with the exclusion of any loan secured by guaranty. No limit was set to their commercial activities. In exchange, the newcomers were requested to con- tribute to the payment of the (additional) taxation due to the Duke '\ This understanding was subsequentely broken as some of the would-be partners judged the share they were expected to pay to be excessive ^^. Nevertheless, a new form of agreement was subsequently reached as most of these people remained in Pesaro.
So, in a quiet and almost unofficial way, by means of a short clause inserted in a banking licence, Duke Guidobaldo della Rovere granted right of residence to a group of Portuguese people and recognized them as members of a Jewish Nation separate and distinct from the local Jews. As we have already seen, there were other Portuguese who lived and performed their economic activities in the town but this was surely the first time that the term «Portuguese Nation» was officially adopted in the Dukedom of Urbino.
However, their arrival in Pesaro does not seem related to the events occured in Ferrara in the autumn 1549. The Portuguese had been readmitted to that city in February 1550 and the terror of the plague had been completely forgotten. In 1555, Pope Paul IV withdraw the privileges granted to the Portuguese living in Ancona and started a violent persecution against them. Twenty five ex-marranos resisted steadfastly under torture, refused to be reconciled to the Church, and were burnt at the stake. In 1556, some Portuguese who had been arrested in Ancona succeeded in escaping and reaching Pesaro, where they found shelter. The warm welcome granted by the Duke of Urbino to these refugees did not fall within the economic projects, which were planned only later.
From the correspondence between Guidobaldo della Rovere and Ercole II of Ferrara, we learn that there was a certain degree of collaboration and complicity between the two Italian princes, both of whom were shocked and horrified by the persecutions carried out by Pope Paul IV in Ancona. Between March and Aprii 1556, Guidobaldo sent to Ercole II different letters which seem to be code messages: the «Por-tuguese captain» Pinhero had been involved in a «duel» and requested a written opinion from the Prince of Ferrara. Other messages mention a «captain Francesco Pigneiro» ^^. Actually, Petro Pinhero (alias Yoseph Navarro) had been one of the first leaders of the Portuguese Nation of Ferrara. He had established wide commercial relations in Ancona and was among the Portuguese arrested in that city. «Francesco» was perhaps a codereference for Abram Namias, called Francese, a leader of the Portuguese Nation of Ancona and the commercial representative of Ysac (the son of Samuel) Abravanel in that city. Both of them were promptly admitted to Ferrara and were granted a generous safe-conduct ^^.
It was only later, in July 1556, that Gracia Naci conceived her famous and unlucky plan to engage in an open commercial war against the Church, boycott the Ancona entrepôt, and develop the rival port of Pesaro as a new centre for maritime trade between Italy and the Levant ^^ Scholars have assumed that the number of the Portuguese who settled in Pesaro in 1556 was significant. However strange it may appear, we do not know how many people were in this group, nor do we know about their commercial activities or about the financial means available to them after the confiscation and pillage performed by the papal police in Ancona.
The case does not fall within the scope of the present research, aimed at the Bichacho family. We cannot however refrain from 2) In 1557, the Portuguese Jew Emanuel Endrighes {alias Davit Cohem) entrusted a Florentine merchant with the charge of claiming his credits in Ancona ^^.
3) Yomtob Athias and Samuel Benmmaior acknowledged to owe Samuel Albacar 166 scudi for a supply of finest London clothes and undertook to settle their debt within a year ^^. 4) We could not find any information on the activities of Jerónimo Vargas, who in 1557 lived in Pesaro ^^, nor we know S e / 5 9 : 1 (1999) about his (probable) kinship with Salomon Atias who, as we have seen, had settled in this town since 1551.
Research in the wide and rich Notarial Archives of Ferrara have not provided, until now, any evidence of links between the important Portuguese Nation of this city with the not too distant settlement in Pesaro.
Most of the available information on the ill-conceived and ill-planned boycott of Ancona derive from Rabbinical literature. In effec, the attempt was opposed by important Rabbis in the Levant. Even some Communities of the Sephardic Diaspora did not adhere to it. In my opinion these were not however the main reasons for the failure. The port of Pesaro was too small and badly equipped and -what is perhaps still more important-it was not frequented by the Levantine merchants who should have been the natural partners of the ex-marranos as they were the very ones who had adequated channels to convey the ponentine manufactured goods towards the oriental markets ^^.
Some authors have stressed that the Italian Jews continued to dwell in Ancona but these were not the only nor the most important professing Jews who stayed in the Papal city. They were powerless and had never played a relevant role in international commerce. The Levantine merchants remained in Ancona as well, thereby depriving the Portuguese of Pesaro of their invaluable collaboration ^^.
The Duke of Urbino was embittered and disappointed by the failed boycott and by the unfulfilled attempts to develop the port of his city. Overwhelmed by diplomatic pressure from the Church, in March 1558, he yielded to the wishes of the Pope and decreed the expulsion of all the Marranos, including those who had already been living there before the Ancona affair ^^ Historians have stated that Guidobaldo granted those expelled with the necessary time to settle their business, but it was not so. At least in the case of Emanuel Bichacho, the departure from Pesaro was not painless. From a couple of 1558 notarial deeds, we learn that the Duke ordered the confiscation of all the properties and goods belonging to Emanuel and to his son in law Samuel Catalano. This angry provision was carefully enforced. Furthermore, all the debtors of the two Portuguese bankers were exempted from paying back whatever amount of money they had received.
The two bankers succeeded in escaping from Pesaro. Ora Bichacho, the wife of Samuel, was kept prisoner for a long time and moved from place to place. On December 17th 1558, Guidobaldo ordered that she should be free.
EPILOGUE
We do not know what happened to Emanuel Bichacho and to his family afterwards. Apparently, they did not settle in Ferrara, the only Italian city where the ex-marranos were accepted. We must perhaps assume, par exclusion, that they reached the Levant.
Angelo di Zaccaria da Volterra obtained the licence of the bank which had formerly belonged to his father and later to Emanuel. He also got the job of Ducal cashier. Guidobaldo della Rovere was so pleased with his performance that he praised him publicly and granted him the perpetual exemption from dazi e gabelle (state and city import and export-duties) ^^.
Abram Catalano moved to Ferrara before the Ancona affair. He married Stella Barocas, the daughter of the late Yosef ^^ and the niece of Chyia (Vita) Barocas, one of the outstanding Abram Catalano performed wide commercial activities together with his uncle in law ^"^i he was later associated with a company whose partners were Agostino Anriques (also on behalf of Doña Gracia Naci), Henrique Nunes junior (on behalf of his family) and Chyia Baroquas.
Between 1561 and 1565, Abram Catalano lived in the ghetto of Venice, after which he returned to Ferrara. When the company with the Anriques was dissolved, the accounts between the partners were settled by means of arbitration '^.
Some of the Portuguese merchants who had settled in Pesaro moved to Ferrara. This was the case of Yoseph and Ezra Namias ^^, Yacob Allalvo and his brother in law Moise Avensechem '^'^, ' Manuel Bichacho, judío de origen portugués que vivía en Pesaro, convenció al duque de Urbino para que aceptara en sus estados a un grupo de sus compatriotas que habían sido expulsados de Ferrara, acusados de propagar la peste. Sin embargo, el destierro de Ferrara tuvo lugar en el otoño de 1549 y no en 1551. Las investigaciones llevadas a cabo en archivos italianos y belgas nos han permitido identificar al judío portugués Manuel Bichacho, banquero de Pesaro, con Emanuel Lopes, rico mercader marrano de Amberes, que jugó un importante papel como uno de los líderes de la «nación portuguesa» en dicha ciudad y miembro del comité de rescate que organizó y financió la huida de marranos de Portugal a Flandes y desde allí hacia Ferrara y Levante. 
